
STOR 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 




AMERICAN EMPIRE FURNITURE. 
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R. BENN, of the London Cabinet 
Maker, has again renewed his 
explorations among the show-rooms 
of the "New World," and in a cur- 
rent issue of that magazine ex- 
presses his approval of America's 
efforts in the field of furniture 
design; to this end he says: "The 
study of furnishing in the United 
States is deeply interesting, because 
it shows how a quick-witted and 
able people have'grappled with the styles which we, with our 
more timid and conservative notions, have been afraid to cul- 
tivate. The pluck of Brother Jonathan almost always com- 
manded admiration, even when some of his productions failed 
to be regarded as things of beauty or joys forever. So it 
comes about that, while we have been toying with the ' Em- 
pire' styles, producing a few choice though costly specimens, 
our more courageous relations have filled their show-rooms 
with revivals which the following illustrations in a measure 
set forth. 

" I have selected these ' Empire ' designs, as the current 
rage for things Napoleonic still makes the style popular, and 
because I have contended that there are many easy classical 
lines, especially in the woodwork of that style, which are 
worthy of study and reproduction by the modern cabinet- 
maker. 

" The French Revolution of a century ago was responsible 
for many things, good and bad ■ among the pleasing items the 
birth of the * Empire ' style may be reckoned. 




Empire Couch. — i. 

"Among the many decorations in this style, quivers, torches, 
and armorial trophies were freely made use of, and this ten- 
dency to make ornament subservient to the general form, of 
which it should, always be only the complement and acces- 
sory, so far from diminishing in the next age, became accent- 
uated, as the following illustrations of ' Empire ' will demon- 
strate. It had forced itself into fashion, and opened up fresh 
fields and pastures new for the courageous decorator. Its pro- 
moters had gone to .draw inspiration from the philosophi- 
cal world of antiquity, and they studiously attempted to 
revive antique rules, traditions and customs, many of 
which were inconsistent with modern life. Having touched 



on these classical points, I proprose to illustrate these pat- 
terns, pointing out by the way a few of the features which, 
it seems to me, entitle them to notice. The broad-backed 
chair (Fig. 3) makes a fine looking, comfortabe seat. 
Cleverly hollowed out to catch the back and support the 




Empire Table. — 2. 

shoulders, it proffers the acme of comfort, without, at the 
same time, being stuffy. 

" Passing to sketch No. t, we find a form of couch which is 
very popular in the States. It reminds one of the old ' high- 
low ' designs which used to be the fashion in the ' fifties, : 
and there is no doubt that this choice of a resting pad proves 
a comfort to the sitter who is dainty in the matter of posi- 
tion. This design, which is without a back, is evidently for 
use rather than display. Be- 
fore passing from this design 
we cannot help noticing the 
increased opportunities which 
it gives to the chair or settee 
frame maker, as he has been 
too much in the habit of hid- 
ing his work with ostenta- 
tious upholstery. The small 
table (Fig. 2) is for decorative 
rather than useful purposes. 
The design, if well executed, J 
adds unusual classic dignity | 
to the centre of a room, or as 
a choice corner-piece. This 
belongs to the class erstwhile 
known as the ' loo ' table, and 
has been in the background 
of late years. It is still in 
vogue in its larger forms as 
a dining-table, and those 
who still possess one will 
enthusiastically tell you that 
for a small dinner party there 

is nothing comparable with our circular friend. The outward 
bend and consequent placing of one's neighbors right and left, 
in a position where conversation is enjoyable, renders the 
round table unrivalled for the party of six or eight." 




Empire Chair. — 3. 



